unconquerable, but all these things do not suffice if it cannot
grow enough food to withstand a siege nor produce enough oil
fuel within its borders to drive its tanks and aeroplanes. Then
it is liable to be starved into defeat, either starved in food or in
fuel or in some other essential things.

That is why Rumania, a small country which can want
nothing but to be left in peace, would be an ideal larder and
fuel-tank for some predatory great power bent on war. Just as
the man-power and munition-power of what is now Czecho-
slovakia helped the Central Powers to hold out for four years
in the World War, and would similarly increase the wartime
staying-power of any country that swallowed Czechoslovakia
to-day, so would the food-power and fuel-power of Rumania
vastly improve the chances of victory for any great power that
could draw on the wheat and oil of Rumania, either because
Rumania was her friend or her prisoner. That is one of the
reasons for that long tussle at Montreux about the right to pass
the Straits in wartime; France wanted to keep the pipeline open
to her friend Rumania, and did for that matter succeed in
having oil-tankers exempted from the class of vessel to which
the Straits have to be closed in wartime, Turkey being neutral.

The resources of Rumania, like those of Czechoslovakia, did
actually go to prolong the World War, for German armies
occupied Rumania, and during the last year of the struggle
Rumania was bled white to enable Germany to carry on the
battle on the Western Front, against England, France and
America. Sheep and cattle and grain and oil were seized and
exported, forests cut down, factories dismantled.

Rumania, like Czechoslovakia, means, ultimately, you.

When you consider the Treaty of Versailles, think back to the
Treaty of Bucharest of May 1918, under which Rumanians
were reduced to serfs, who were to grow wheat and dig oil for
the exclusive use of Germany and Austro-Hungary. To produce
foodstuffs and motor-spirit, two essential things for further con-
quests, this was to have been the part of Rumania.

The collapse of the Central Powers six months later changed
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